Recent Advances in Asymmetric Catalytic Methods for the Formation of Acyclic α,α-Disubstituted α-Amino Acids.
Because of their greater stability and unique conformational properties, unnatural amino acids are highly valued by pharmaceutical, biological, and organic chemists. This synopsis surveys the various catalytic methods used to access enantioenriched, acyclic α,α-disubstituted α-amino acids with a focus on the processes developed since 2007, when the last major reviews in this area were published.